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CHAPTER VII.

THE  PERSIAN   MIRACLE   PLAY.

IT is the beginning of the Mohammadan year, the
sacred month MohaiTam, when feasts and rejoicings
and solemn services are held throughout the countries
of .Islam. In Cairo they are lighting up the streets
where the few story-tellers that remain are reciting
the old histories of Arab prowess and Bedawy love,
and the Giiawfizy girls are distracting pious folk with
their dances; and people are eating their 'Ashura
cakes and giving alms for the sake of " our Lord
Hoseyn "; and the crowd is heaving and struggling
in the great mosque of the Hasaneyn, watching the
dervishes and making the circuit of the sacred tomb
where lies the trunkless head of the martyred Hoseyn.
But we are in Persia, where they hold a different
legend of this head, and have nothing to say to the
pretensions of their Cairene rivals. Still, the Persians
keep their Moharrani after their own picturesque
fashion. Long processions of banner-bearers and
minstrels have been threading the streets between
lines of weeping people, who groan ajid cast dust